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BEAT THE RETURN OF PARVOVIRUS

Spring is here and evidently the weather is due to warm up about now. 
As the days warm we are guaranteed to see a raft of diseases rare their ugly heads- worms, 
snake bites, ticks, cat fight wounds and …. PARVOVIRUS!!!
Parvovirus must be one of every veterinarians pet hates and should be one of every dog owners 
greatest fears.
It is such a devastating and yet preventable disease in our pups and dogs.
Unvaccinated dogs and puppies are most at risk to this disease which causes lethargy, loss of 
appetite, vomiting, bloody diarrhoea and death. In severe cases death may occur even before 
signs are evident.
The seriousness of this disease cannot be over emphasised.
Parvo is spread in the excrement (drool, vomit, faeces) of an infected animal. Unfortunately the 
animal can be shedding the virus before it actually gets sick.  It is also possible to spread the virus 
on our hands and feet and your pet does not require direct contact with the infected animal.

Prevention is the best policy and this involves:

1. Vaccination of all dogs and puppies as directed by your vet.
(even farm dogs which never leave the property are at risk of the illness)

2. Vaccination of puppies starts at 6 weeks of age and needs to be done every four weeks 
for three injections.  In some circumstances we may advise a more intensive course

3. Keep away from areas where you know there has been a dog sick from Parvo
4. Avoid areas which are frequented by dogs (eg parks, the river walk) and take care at 

places like the Sale Yards where large numbers of dog owning people come together 
5. Keep your pup isolated for 2 weeks after it has had its last vaccination 
6. Do not introduce an unvaccinated pup into an area which has had Parvo within the last 2 

years (at least)
7. If you get a new pup make sure you have the vaccination certificate and follow the 

guidelines of when it is next due for injections.
8. If you are unsure if your dog or pups need injections it is best the check with us.

Parvovirus vaccinations are very cost effective and if you can afford to have a dog you can afford 
to have it vaccinated.
Parvovirus treatment however is expensive, distressing for the pup, owner and vet and does not 
have a guaranteed successful outcome.

If you have or are getting a new pup ring us on 4667 1176 and follow these guidelines.  If you have 
an adult dog which is overdue for vaccinations now is an ideal time for a general check up and to 
get things up-to-date.
As sure as night follows day Parvovirus will be paying us a visit soon.  Don't let it visit you 
too.

PAWS FOR THOUGHT
LETTER FROM LUCKY

(the Editor)
Dear Pet owner and 4 legged-mates,

There are two really exciting things that have 
happened at Condamine Vet Clinic this month. 
Firstly,  Cathy,  Zoe  and  Tarni  went  to  the 
Business  Excellence  Awards  and  the  clinic 
received  the  Environmental  Sustainability 
Award for 2012.  Can you believe that we have 
won that award two yeas in a row?!!!
The other ground-breaking news of the day is 
about me and my DNA genetic testing.
Cathy took a  blood sample last  month  and it 
was  sent  away  for  testing.   I've  been  really 
nervous  ever  since  wondering  if  my  heritage 
would live up to expectations. Would the girls 
still want me here at the vets or would I have to 
find new digs?
The results came up with 3 definite breeds plus 
there  is  still  some  other  unidentified  mixed 
breeding inside of me. One set of great grand 
parents were Rottweillers- well that really got 
the girls laughing. They can't seem to see any 
similarities with me and the german dogs. Then 
there was the Bull Mastiff which has met with 
approval-  this  is  showing  up  mainly  in  my 
colouring- I heard them say that it was nothing 
to  do  with  the  size  of  my head.   Finally  the 
boxer  dog  breed  gets  a  mention  (Taryn  and 
Darren,I  always  knew  Bella  (Boxer 
extroadinaire) and I had something in common, 
that our connection was even deeper than true 
love)  I  guess  that  expains  my  smile  and  the 
wayward  delinquent  behaviour  which 
occasionally overcomes me.
Anyway  the  girls  are  pretty  happy  with  the 
results as this confirms that I am a quality guard 
dog, with the physique of an olympic athlete, 
the  brains  of  a  rocket  scientist  and  the  good 
looks of a boxer.
It does not really matter what I am, but who I 
am. I am Lucky, the luckiest dog in the world.

Until next time
Paws truly,
Lucky
PS Get your Parvo vaccinations up-to-date 
now!!!CONDAMINE VETERINARY 
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Cathy and the team accepting the 
Award for Environmental 

Sustainability at the 2012 Business 
Excellence Awards!! 

NEXT PUPPY 
PRESCHOOL

 CLASS STARTS:
MON 24/09/12

Call now to book as 
places are limited!
(ages 8 – 16 weeks)

Opening hours: 

8am – 5pm

Monday - Friday

8:30am – 11:00am 
Saturday

07 4667 1176
after hours emergencies please 

call the above number
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